How to play the ball leaving you sharply

One of the most dangerous situations for batsmen is when the wicket is wet or (even worse) drying, and a slow left-armer (or offspinner to LH bat) is making the ball turn and lift. In such a situation, the bowler is likely to be bowling to a 7/2 offside field, and it seems almost impossible to score runs because you are bound to lift the ball in the air to the waiting fieldsmen. In this situation – or even against such bowlers including leg-spinners in ordinary circumstances – this is what you do. 

Pretend to take a middle-stump guard. The moment the ball leaves the bowler’s hand, move sharply well to the OFFSIDE of the ball, leading with your back foot. Crucially, your BACK FOOT AND HEAD must be well to the offside of the ball. You then play everything to the legside on the front foot (contrary to orthodoxy). You can easily hit sixes over long-on. 
You need to try this in the nets against a really good leg-spinner or slow left-armer, because we are so indoctrinated by the concept (largely correct) of playing with the spin that we can’t quite believe that this is true. Unfortunately, no bowling machine except the extremely expensive Merlin can reproduce this. Just start by playng a forward defensive using this technique and you will immediately discover that you feel so much more secure than staying on the legside (playing with the spin). The back foot is always crucial in this. Once you are confident enough to do this, you can destroy the most dangerous bowlers. 
What happens is this: if the ball does turn, you are playing it down the line after pitching. If you play “with the spin” towards the covers, your bat is at right-angles to the line of the ball after pitching and your chances of making contact are virtually nil. If it does not turn, it may well hit your pad, but you are unlikely to be given out LBW. The other thing is that it frustrates such bowlers, because they are accustomed to seeing people push the ball out on the offside towards their army of fieldsmen. When you do the opposite, they tend to get very irritated and start muttering about your technique. Smile quietly. The principal exponent of this shot used to be Viv Richards, who employed this technique almost regardless of the circumstances.

